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PETITION TO WITHDRAW HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR §1.1 81 (A) 

Sir: 

The Notice of Abandonment dated April 5, 2002 from Examiner Kuo Liang Peng 
of Art Unit 1712 has been received. Applicants hereby petition that the holding of 
abandonment be withdrawn because applicants never received the Notice of Allowance. 



The present application was held to be abandoned by the Examiner for failure to 
timely pay the required issue fee within the statutory period of three months from the 
mailing date of the Notice of Allowance. However, Applicants' representative did not 
receive the Notice of Allowance. A search of the file jacket and docket records indicates 
that the Notice of Allowance was not received. A copy (2 pages) of the docket record 
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showing all received Office Actions and replies filed by Applicants' representative is 
enclosed herewith as documentary proof of nonreceipt of the Notice of Allowance. A 
statement of nonreceipt of the Notice of Allowance from Jian Zhou, Applicants' 
representative, is enclosed herewith pursuant to MPEP §71 1 .03(c)ll. 

Therefore, Applicants submit that the holding of abandonment for failure to timely 
pay the required issue fee within the statutory period of three months from the mailing 
date of the Notice of Allowance is improper and respectfully request that it be withdrawn 
and A Notice of Allowance be remailed. 



Should the Examiner believe that a discussion with Applicants' representative 
would further the prosecution of this application, the Examiner is respectfully invited to 
contact the undersigned. Please address all correspondence to Thomas Hoxie, Novartis 
Corporation, Patent and Trademark Department, 564 Morris Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901. 
The commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any other fees with may be required 
under 37 C.F.R. §1.16 and 1.17, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 09- 
0134. 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted. 




Jian S. Zhou ' 
Reg. No. 41,422 
(678)415-4691 




Novartis Corporation 

Patent and Trademark Department 

564 Morris Avenue 

Summit, NJ 07901 
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